May 7, 2002

I have been asked to give my personal opinion of euthanasia by the gas chamber in comparison to euthanasia by sodium pentobarbital.

I am certified to perform euthanasia by injection. I take pride in giving the animals the best care possible while in my charge and when it becomes necessary, the best death possible. I have witnessed the chamber while working at another pound and to be totally honest, I would HAVE to quit this profession if I had to perform this task myself.

The animals were packed into a converted chest freezer with the viewing glass on top. The gas was turned on and the howling and banging on the lid began. Their cries were blood chilling and the banging of the lid was unbearable. Leaving the area until it all stopped was a necessity. The sounds were still in my head even though I couldnt hear it anymore. After the allotted time, removal had to be done. The lid was raised and there were the piles of animals covered in their feces and urine. The carcasses were removed and the next batch was shoved into the freezer for the process to be repeated. Sleeping at night was impossible. The scene kept running through my mind and sleep would not come.

With the injection method it takes about 10 minutes per animal. The animal is walked to the room, petted and loved, muzzled and held by one person and injected by the other. The collapse of the animal is almost instantaneous as the syringe is emptied. A good feeling for all involved, that this animal will not be neglected, starved, or injured anymore. A GOOD DEATH has occurred and my conscience is clear. I can sleep at night.

Mary Ellison

Assistant Animal Control Officer

